20                         A   DOUBLE   INVASION

When Edward died, leaving only a great-nephew of
Harold, ten years old to follow him, the Witan, anxious for a
l066' strong ruler, and for one who would hate the Normans
instead of favouring them, put Harold, son of Earl God-
wine of Wessex, on the throne. But William of Nor-
mandy, as we have seen, had already been aiming at the
crown. And further, unluckily for Harold, it had hap-
pened that he had once been wrecked on the coast of
Normandy and thrown into prison. Before the duke
would let him go, he had made him swear that he would
do his best to get William chosen king on Edward's death.
William now declared that Harold was false to his oath,
and made ready an army of Normans to invade England
and dethrone him.

Even at this fatal moment, while William was pre-

Engiish paring his fleet and mustering thousands of soldiers, not

stomKrd from Normandy alone but from all parts of France,

Bridge, j^gia^i was not unitedp Harold's brother, Tostig, whom

he had driven into exile, suddenly landed in Northumbria,

bringing with him the King of Norway and a host of

Norse warriors. Harold had to march north to fight them.

He met them at Stamford Bridge and utterly defeated

them.   Tostig and the Norwegian king were both slain.

The vast army which came in three hundred ships was so

shattered that twenty-four were enough to carry it away.

It was a great victory, but it was Harold's last. While
he was away, the wind shifted from the north-west to
the south, and Duke William was able to land with some
six thousand mail-clad warriors at his back. " Had I
been, there," cried Harold, " they had never made good
their landing." He hurried his army southward too
quickly to allow Edwin and Morcar, Earls of Mercia and
JSprthumbria, whom he had summoned to his aid, to
, overtake him with their armies.

The battle that was to decide England's fate was